POPULATION DIFFICULTIES IN THE EMPIRE

the summer of 1938 it was agreed that population in-
crease and industrialization mutually condition each
other, and it was therefore decided to hold a detailed
inquiry into the position with a view to drawing up a
plan for the industrialization of Australia including not
only the development of raw-material production, but
also the development of all forms of industrial activity,
including the consumption-goods industries. The Aus-
tralian government was entrusted with the preliminary
task of increasing the white population of its territory
as rapidly as possible, but unfortunately it was given
no advice as to how it should go about it.

What has been said of Australia applies in the same
degree to New Zealand, where the immigration of
former years has developed since 1929 into emigration,
and where the increase of population threatens to come
to a standstill in 1943 if the birth rate continues to
deteriorate and unless emigration sets in again to fill
the gap.

249